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PREFACE

Many Bible student ecclesias base their
class study meetings on the six volumes of
Scripture Studies and Tabernacle Shadows.
This method started about 1890 in Balti-
more, Maryland, being introduced by a Br.
Rahn. A lengthy article starting at page
1866 in the Reprints discusses this history in
detail, with specific suggestions on the con-
duct of these studies, on page 1868.

To supplement these volume studies a
series of study outlines on character topics
appeared in the pages of Zion’s Watch
Tower in 1905 and 1906. These were intro-
duced specifically for the purpose of class
study, and were so used by Br. Russell in
the Allegheny ecclesia. Lengthy prefatory
remarks appear on Reprint page 3518, in-
troducing and recommending these stud-
ies for Sunday ecclesia use. We quote in
part from this article:

“For some time past we have been
receiving letters inquiring how little gath-
erings of the Lord’s people can use the
hour of their Sunday gatherings most prof-
itably. Some of these letters are from breth-
ren chosen as elders or leaders, saying that
they are quite incapable of getting up a “ser-
mon,” and find it impossible to prepare even
a Bible study in an attractive and interesting
form, though the dear brethren, full of love
for the Truth, do not complain, but rather
encourage them.

“Other letters are from those who take no
public part and who, while sympathizing
with their meeting-leaders in their endeav-
ors to imitate nominal church purveyors,
are wishing and praying for the opening of
some ‘door” of help which will make the “as-
sembling of themselves” more profitable to
all.

“It was in response to this ‘cry’ of the
Lord’s people that we prepared the WATCH
TOWER Bible, in the margins of which, in
addition to the Scripture references, we
gave DAWN and TOWER references. In the
front of that Bible, which so many of you

possess, we have some suggestions on
‘Berean Bible Study,” and in the back part we
gave extended references and also a Topical
Index. It was our hope that these would meet
the requirements, but we find that they do
not. Many of the Lord’s earnest ones have so
long been used to ‘swallowing” whatever was
offered them as spiritual nutriment that they
had never learned how to feed themselves at
the Father’s table. Others who knew how to
get at the food properly found their time so
consumed in the ‘things needful” and press-
ing that they had little time to prepare lessons
of a profitable kind for themselves or others,
even after the matter had been outlined as in
the Topical Index.

“Appreciating the needs, we requested some
of the “pilgrim’ brethren to give examples of
these Berean Studies at the various places vis-
ited. However, even this did not serve the
purpose, because the visits of the “pilgrims’
being few and more like those of the apostles
of old, the friends begrudged the time of even
one service—particularly since it requires
several meetings of the Berean type to dem-
onstrate its value and arouse the proper
enthusiasm.

“Now as meeting all these requirements
we are having prepared Outline Lessons for
each month of this year, beginning with
March. One peculiarity about these lessons is
that they do not teach, but merely question,
and refer the student to the Scriptures and
the WATCH TOWER publications bearing
thereon. Thus thought is stimulated and the
Truth the more clearly impressed.

“The thirty questions of the March Lesson
following might serve for thirty Sundays; but
having so much good food we can afford to
fare sumptuously and take several questions
for each meeting. As to how many, would
depend somewhat on the number in atten-
dance, and how accustomed they are to ana-
lytical study, and how expert the leader of the
meeting. It might be well for the classes to
appoint several of the seemingly capable
brethren to lead in turn, that the most able in
this respect might be discerned. These will
probably be found amongst those you have
already chosen as Elders.”



The remainder of the introductory remarks
contain suggestions as to how these meet-
ings should be conducted, recommending
the use of a single topic—thirty questions in
this case—for a one-month period.

Three months later, on page 3572, Br. Rus-
sell notes the following:

“Word reaches us that the dear friends
who have adopted these studies are growing
more and more interested in them. They open
up so thorough a study of the topics and give
all opportunity to participate that they sup-
ply more “meat,” more spiritual nourishment,
than can generally be obtained in the same
time.

“We recommend these studies for one of
the meetings you usually have or for a new
meeting if those now held are all too good to
be displaced. Something of this kind is sure-
ly needed to refresh the mind along lines
already partly understood.”

Evidently the different ecclesias were hav-
ing practical difficulties in the conduct of
these meetings, and Br. Russell appends
some more suggestions concerning how
they should be led.

In his next reference to these studies, on
page 3769, he stresses the need to hold the
discussion to the specific question being
considered, so as to avoid the redundancy of
material that will be covered in later ques-
tions.

He also emphasizes that the cited material
be on hand at the meeting, appropriately
marked for quick reference and also that
“The leader should STUDY the entire lesson
and each member of the class should STUDY
the portion or question assigned to him or
her.” (The capitalized emphasis are those of
the article.) We might suggest further that
the whole ecclesia also STUDY the entire les-
son in order to prepare them for better par-
ticipation in the class discussion.

On page 3800 he reports, after fifteen
months of these studies appeared in the

Towers, that “we are hearing good reports
of blessings from the use of these Berean
Studies in the Scriptures.”

Br. Russell then evidently responds to in-
quiries regarding their conduct suggesting
that one leader be assigned for a three-
month period, and that this leader be one
who can well summarize the discussion for
the benefit of the entire study group. After
mentioning that the Allegheny church uses
these studies on Sunday evening, he closes
by reemphasizing that the cited material be
marked for easy reference and be on hand
at the meeting, and that ample time for dis-
cussion be allowed after the reading of the
references and before the closing sum-
mary. He also stresses anew that the dis-
cussions be held firmly to the discussion
under consideration.

This series of outlines were discontinued
after October 1, 1906. The following month
the original Towers (though not the
Reprints) contained monthly questions on
Tabernacle Shadows. By 1908, the Towers
were including the questions for Volume 5
of Scripture Studies.

In recent years, it has come to our atten-
tion that many ecclesias have been using
these questions for class study and there-
fore the publishers have decided to make
them available as a separate work book.
Since they are to serve as a tool for study,
rather than for reading or research, it was
decided to make them available bound,
or unbound on punched 82" 11" paper.

It is with the hope that these studies will
prove profitable to many brethren that the
publishers have undertaken this present
printing.

CHICAGO BIBLE STUDENTS
Book Republishing Committee —2005



FAITH

1. What is faith?

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things

not seen.

1 John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

E112 []1]:

One of the chief battles of those who walk this
narrow way is against self-will; to bring their
wills into fullest subjection to the Heavenly Fa-
ther’s will, and to keep them there; to rule their
own hearts, crushing out the rising ambitions
which are natural even to a perfect manhood;
quenching these kindling fires, and presenting
their bodies and all earthly interests living sacri-
fices in the service of the Lord and his cause.
These were the trials in which our Captain
gained his victory and its laurels, and these also
are the trials of his “brethren.” “Greater is he that
ruleth his own spirit [bringing it into full subor-
dination to the will of God] than he that taketh a

city:” greater also is such than he who, with a false
conception of faith, would leap from the pinnacle
of a temple, or do some other foolhardy thing.
True faith in God consists not in blind credulity
and extravagant assumptions respecting his provi-
dential care: it consists, on the contrary, of a quiet
confidence in all the exceeding great and precious
promises which God has made, a confidence
which enables the faithful to resist the various ef-
forts of the world, the flesh and the devil, to dis-
tract his attention, and which follows carefully the
lines of faith and obedience marked out for us in
the divine Word.

F689 [first line]: Faith is the operation, the exercise, of our minds in respect to God and his

promises.

2. Name the two component elements of faith.

R1822 [col. 1 6, 71:

Faith has in it the two elements of intellectual as-
surance and heart reliance. The former is faith in
the abstract sense; the latter is its concrete form.
It is in this latter, fullest sense we read that,
“With the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness.” (Rom. 10:10.) Both the head and the
heart—the intellect and the affections—are nec-
essary to that faith without which it is “impossi-
ble to please God” (Heb. 11:6); though many
fancy they have faith when they have only one of
its essential elements. With some it is all emo-
tion; with others it is all intellectuality; but nei-
ther of these can stand the tests of fiery ordeal:
they must abide together if they are to endure to

the end and be found unto praise and honor and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.

An intellectual grasp of the fundamental princi-
ples of divine truth—viz., of the existence of a per-
sonal, intelligent God, the Creator and Sustainer of
all things, and of his purpose and plan of redemp-
tion through his only begotten and well-beloved
Son, Jesus Christ—constitutes the foundation of
faith; while trust and reliance to the extent of his
promises, upon the personal God who is the
author of our being and who, as a Father, invites
the implicit confidence and love of his children,
make up the superstructure of our faith.

3. How does faith differ from credulity?

F689 []1]:

We should recognize a wide difference between
faith and credulity. Millions of people are credu-
lous and superstitious, and believe a thousand

FAITH

and one unreasonable things for which they have
no adequate evidences. Nor are these superstitious
people, believing what they ought not to believe,



to be found only in heathen lands. Millions of
them bear the name of Christian, with some de-
nominational attachment. Superstition and credu-
lity are to be condemned, reproved, avoided, over-
come. The true faith is to be encouraged, built up,
strengthened, caused to grow. The faith of God is

the faith, confidence, trust, which builds upon
the divine promises and not upon human tradi-
tions, philosophies or imaginings.

4. What is the importance of a proper faith?

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently

seek him.

F315 [q]11:

Respecting the first proposition: We are living in a
time when doctrines in general are being sneered
at, and when quite a good many claim that doc-
trine and faith are of no value in comparison to
works and morals. We cannot agree with this, be-
cause we find it entirely out of accord with the di-
vine Word, in which faith is placed first and works
second. It is our faith that is accepted of the Lord,
and according to our faith he will reward us,
though he will properly expect that a good faith
will bring forth as many good works as the weak-
nesses of the earthen vessel will permit. This is the
rule of faith everywhere laid down in the Scrip-
tures. “Without faith it is impossible to please
God.” “This is the victory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.” (Heb. 11:6; 1 John 5:4) No
man can properly be an overcomer, therefore, un-
less he exercise faith in God and in his promises;
and in order to exercise faith in the promises of
God he must understand them; and this opportu-

F693 []1]:

Only in proportion as the eye of faith and the ear
of faith are trained through the divine Word, are
the New Creatures enabled to appreciate with any
distinctness the grandeur and glories of their fu-
ture inheritance. They cannot even begin to appre-
ciate these as natural men, nor can they do so until
a full consecration has been made, and the holy
Spirit has been received as an earnest of the future.
Up to that time their knowledge of the future,
even after they have come into fellowship with

R1719 [col. 2 4-6]:

It is important, too, to see that our faith is a correct
faith; for if the faith be an erroneous one, inspiring
false and delusive hopes built upon sandy founda-

nity and ability to grow strong in faith will be in
proportion to his understanding of the divine
plan of the ages, and the exceeding great and
precious promises connected therewith. Hence,
doctrine—instruction—is important, not merely
for the knowledge which God’s people are to
have and to enjoy above and beyond the knowl-
edge of the world in things pertaining to God,
but especially because of the influence which this
knowledge will exercise upon all hopes and aims
and conduct. “He that hath this hope in him
purifieth himself” (1 John 3:3) is a Scriptural ex-
pression which fully coincides with the forego-
ing statements. He who would endeavor to pu-
rify himself, to cleanse his conduct, must, to be
successful, begin as the Scriptures begin, with
the heart, and must progress, using, for a cleans-
ing, the inspired promises. And this means a
knowledge of the doctrines of Christ.

God by faith and justification, is represented in
the Levites, who, though acceptable worshipers
and servants of the Tabernacle, were not permit-
ted to enter into it and offer incense at its golden
altar, nor even to behold its grandeur. Whatever
knowledge the Levites might have of the glories
of the “Holy,” its candlestick and the light there-
from, its table of shewbread, its golden altar and
incense, was what he learned of these from the
consecrated priests, who alone had access to it.

tions, the stronger this impelling power becomes,
the more surely and quickly will it drive its de-
luded victim to shipwreck upon the rocks. Faith,

FAITH



like steam in an engine, is a power either for
good or for evil. Hence the importance of a cor-
rect faith.

It was because of this importance of faith, and
of recognition of it as the motive power, either
for good or for evil, that the Apostle Paul was so
solicitous for the continuance of his converts in
the faith. (See 1 Thes. 3:2,5,6,7,10.) He urged all to
examine and prove themselves, whether they
were in the faith, grounded and settled, and not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, but
rooted and built up in Christ and established in
the faith; and to beware lest any man spoil them
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
traditions of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ. (Col. 1:23; 2:7,8.) He
was deeply solicitous, too, that the faith of the
Church should not stand in the wisdom (the vain
philosophies) of men, but in the power of God.
And, therefore, in his preaching, he did not
launch out into foolish speculations or follow his

own or any other men’s reasonings, and so pander
to the popular craving for something new; but he
confined himself to the expounding of the sacred
Scriptures and to exhortations, inspired, as they
were, by the revelations made to himself—a
prophet, as well as an apostle.—1 Cor. 2:4,13; 2
Cor. 12:1-7; Gal. 1:11,12; 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:15,16.

Let us see, then, that we have the faith of
Christ—the faith well founded in the Word of
God, a faith examined and proved, deeply rooted
in the heart as well as in the head, and therefore
established as the motive power of life. Such a
faith is not nervously looking about for something
new, and always probing the vain philosophies of
men to see how skillfully they can withstand the
Word of the Lord; for those who do so show
plainly that their faith is not of sufficient influence
to be the moving power in them, impelling them
onward to full and complete victory over the
world, the flesh and the Adversary.

5. What is the relation between faith and knowledge?
Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

A13 []1l:

No work is more noble and ennobling than the
reverent study of the revealed purposes of
God —"“which things the angels desire to look
into.” (1 Pet. 1:12) The fact that God’s wisdom
provided prophecies of the future, as well as
statements regarding the present and the past, is
of itself a reproof by Jehovah of the foolishness of
some of his children, who have excused their ig-
norance and neglect of the study of His Word by
saying: “There is enough in the fifth chapter of
Matthew to save any man.” Nor should we sup-
pose that prophecy was given merely to satisfy
curiosity concerning the future. Its object evi-

A20 []2] through A21 []1]:

Those who will turn away from the mere specu-
lations of men, and devote time to searching the
Scriptures, not excluding reason, which God in-
vites us to use (Isa. 1:18), will find that a blessed
bow of promise spans the heavens. It is a mistake
to suppose that those without faith, and conse-
quent justification, should be able to apprehend
clearly the truth: it is not for such. The Psalmist

FAITH

dently is to make the consecrated child of God ac-
quainted with his Father’s plans, thus to enlist his
interest and sympathy in the same plans, and to
enable him to regard both the present and the fu-
ture from God’s standpoint. When thus interested
in the Lord’s work, he may serve with the spirit
and with the understanding also; not as a servant
merely, but as a child and heir. Revealing to such
what shall be, counteracts the influence of what
now is. The effect of careful study cannot be other-
wise than strengthening to faith and stimulating
to holiness.

says, “Light [truth] is sown for the righteous.”
(Psa. 97:11) For the child of God a lamp is pro-
vided whose light dispels from his pathway much
of the darkness. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.” (Psa. 119:105) But it is
only “the path of the just” that “is as the shining
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day.” (Prov. 4:18) Actually, there is none just,



“none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10); the
class referred to is “justified by faith.” It is the
privilege only of this class to walk in the pathway
that shines more and more—to see not only the
present unfoldings of God’s plan, but also things
to come. While it is true that the path of each indi-
vidual believer is a shining one, yet the special ap-
plication of this statement is to the just (justified)
as a class. Patriarchs, prophets, apostles and saints
of the past and present have walked in its increas-
ing light; and the light will continue to increase be-

R1719 [col. 1 ]8I:

In the above text [1 John 5:4] the Apostle John
points to the only power which can sufficiently en-
ergize our whole being and nerve to patient en-
durance of tribulation, even to the end. That con-
quering power is faith. “Now,” says the Apostle
Paul, “faith is a basis of things hoped for, a convic-
tion of things unseen.” Faith is not merely belief or

R2411 [col 1 {5]:

The most important lesson of this school-term is
Faith: the faith with which we became the Lord’s
and entered his school must grow. And our faith
can only grow by knowledge (We do not refer to
worldly knowledge, worldly learning.), knowl-
edge of the Lord—of his methods, his plan, his
character. Hence we must study well our
Teacher’s words and general conduct and as well
his providences or private instructions to us

6. How is faith “the gift of God”?

yond the present—“unto the perfect day.” It is
one continuous path, and the one continuous
and increasing light is the Divine Record, illumi-
nating as it becomes due.

Therefore, “Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous,”
expecting the fulfilment of this promise. Many
have so little faith that they do not look for more
light, and, because of their unfaithfulness and
unconcern, they are permitted to sit in darkness,
when they might have been walking in the
increasing light.

knowledge, but is knowledge applied, assimi-
lated, appropriated —made a part of our habit of
thought, a basis for our actions and a spur to all
our energies. Such a faith is the overcoming
power which all must have who would run suc-
cessfully the race for the prize of our high calling,
and be overcomers.

individually —interpreting these always by his
words. Much of what we accepted at first by
faith (respecting the Lord’s goodness and wis-
dom) will gradually become knowledge: giving
basis for still greater lengths and breadths of
faith as well as for greater love and appreciation
of our Redeemer.

Ephes. 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is

the gift of God:

R2286 [col. 2 12]:

A much misunderstood text respecting grace is
the one used as a caption for this article, namely,
“By grace are ye saved, and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8.) The erro-
neous thought given by many is that our faith is
not our own faith, not of our own volition, but
an impartation, a gift from God. Of course, in
one sense every gift and blessing which we
enjoy is indirectly if not directly from God;
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights.” (Jas. 1:17.) But the proper understanding

of the Apostle’s words, we believe, is this: It is
of God’s grace and not of personal merit on our
part that salvation is offered to us; and altho
that salvation is offered to us as a reward of
faith (including true faith’s obedience), yet we
cannot even boast respecting our faith as tho it
merited the Lord’s favor,—for our faith is
something which is the indirect result of divine
providence also; there are millions of others in
the world who might exercise just as much
faith as we if they had been favored of God
with as much light, intelligence, knowledge, as

FAITH



a basis of faith: hence our faith is not to be
credited as a meritorious condition but we are
to be thankful to God for it, for the circum-

R2811 [col. 1 2-4]:
Question.—I have always considered that faith
is what each individual must personally exercise
and develop, but according to Romans 12:3 [For I
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according
as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith]
it would seem that this is something we get in
a measure at least from God. Can God impart
what he himself does not possess? In what way,
then, does God give us a measure of faith? God
having told us a truth in his Word, is it not en-
tirely a matter resting with us as to whether or
not we have confidence in it—have faith in it?
“Faith cometh by hearing of the Word.”
Answer.—The word here rendered “faith”
(Rom. 12:3) is from the Greek pistis, otherwise
translated fidelity, assurance. As you say, we
have much to do with our own faith and assur-
ance and exercise a certain amount of it before
we are begotten of the spirit at all, else we could
not be justified by faith, for justification precedes
our presenting of ourselves living sacrifices and
our acceptance and begetting of the holy spirit.
This much of faith is our own evidently, but after
we have received of the Lord’s spirit our faith
may grow exceedingly, so that we will be able to
walk by faith and not by sight—to accept the
things that are not seen, and to sacrifice for them
things that are seen and temporal. It may be said

stances and conditions which have made it pos-
sible for us to exercise faith are of his grace.

with propriety that the attitude which permits us
to receive God’s message of grace unto justifica-
tion is all of God, in the sense that all of our bless-
ings are from above—“every good and perfect
gift.” But it is especially true that faith in spiritual
things which we develop after we are begotten of
the holy spirit is the result of divine instruction; as
it is written, “They shall be all taught of God,” and
the faith which will enable the consecrated ones to
come off victors is not merely the natural faith
with which they started, and with which they laid
hold upon the Lord and justification, but a higher
attainment of faith, the result of being taught of
God through his Word and by his providence.

In the text under consideration our sober think-
ing must depend upon the time we have been
under the Lord’s instruction, and the degree of
attention we have given to learning the lessons
intended for the increase of our faith. This devel-
opment is in the Scriptures spoken of as a “gift,”
also as a “fruit” of the spirit of God in us, and
again as God’s “workmanship,” for by his truth
and by his providences he is working in his chil-
dren, not only to will but also to do his good plea-
sure—he is working in us faith, hope, joy, peace,
love and all the graces which he approves; and if
we will be obedient to his teaching and leading he
will complete the work eventually and we shall be
copies of his dear Son our Lord, and joint-inheri-
tors with him.

7. Is faith in Christ necessary to salvation?

Acts 4:10-12 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone
which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

FAITH



A102 [3I:

But the Bible, which is full of the missionary spirit,
does not teach that there are several ways of salva-
tion—one way by faith, another by works, and an-
other by ignorance. Neither does it teach the God-
dishonoring doctrine of fatalism. While it shows
every other door of hope closed against the race, it
throws wide open the one, only door, and pro-
claims that whosoever will may enter into life; and
it shows that all who do not now see or appreciate
the blessed privilege of entering shall in due time

be brought to a full knowledge and appreciation.
The only way, by which any and all of the con-
demned race may come to God, is not by merito-
rious works, neither by ignorance, but by faith in
the precious blood of Christ, which taketh away
the sin of the world. (1 Peter 1:19; John 1:29) This
is the Gospel, the good tidings of great joy,
“which shall be unto ALL PEOPLE.”

R2220—“Is Faith in Christ Necessary” —See article at the end of this section, p. 29.

8. What is the immediate result of faith in Christ during the Gospel Age?

Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ:

A231 [T4l:

The steps of the Church to glory are the same as
those of her Leader and Lord, who “hath set us an
example that we should walk in his footsteps” —
except that the Church starts from a lower plane.
Our Lord, as we have seen, came into the world on
the plane of human perfection, N, while all we of
the Adamic race are on a lower plane, R—the
plane of sin, imperfection and enmity against God.
The first thing necessary for us, then, is to be justi-
fied, and thus to reach plane N. How is this ac-
complished? Is it by good works? No; sinners can
do no good works. We could not commend our-
selves to God, so “God commended his love to-
ward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.” (Rom. 5:8) Then the condition upon
which we come to the justified or perfect human
plane is that Christ died for our sins, redeemed us
and lifted us up, “through faith in his blood,” to
the perfect plane, from which, in Adam, we fell.
“We are justified [lifted to plane N] by faith.” And
“being justified by faith, we have peace with

R2651 [col. 2 5] through R2652 [col. 1 1]:

And now we see the meaning of our Lord’s words
of verse 29, “This is the work of God [the work
which God would be pleased with], that we be-
lieve on him whom he hath sent.” There is a
work connected with believing; —not a work with
our hands, but a work with our heads and our

God” (Rom. 5:1), and are no longer esteemed by
God as enemies, but as justified human sons, on
the same plane as Adam and our Lord Jesus, ex-
cept that they were actually perfect, while we are
merely reckoned so by God. This reckoned justi-
fication we realize through faith in God’s Word,
which says, Ye are “bought,” “redeemed,” “justi-
fied freely from all things.” We stand in God’s
sight blameless, spotless and holy in the robes of
Christ’s righteousness imputed to us by faith.
Our sins he consented to have imputed to him,
that he might bear our penalty for us; and he
died on our behalf, as though he were the sinner.
His righteousness is consequently imputed to all
who accept of his redemption, and brings with it
all the rights and blessings originally possessed
before sin entered. It restores us to life and to fel-
lowship with God. This fellowship we may have
at once by the exercise of faith, and the life and
fuller fellowship and joy are assured —in God’s
“due time.”

hearts: and no work that we could do with our
hands would be as acceptable in the Lord’s sight
as this. Indeed, when we realize that in our fallen
and imperfect condition it is impossible for us to
do anything perfectly, when we remember also
that God is perfect, that all his work is perfect,
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and that he cannot therefore be in sympathy
with imperfection, or any degree of sin, we can
readily see that the very best works we could of-
fer him aside from faith would be unacceptable.
But God has proposed to do a great work for
us—he has done that great work in that he has
provided the Redeemer, through whom the ran-
som-price has been paid for our race: and now
God can be just and yet be the justifier of him
that believeth in Jesus. Hence, while no work
that we can do could be accepted of the Lord so
long as we are under condemnation, yet he can,
by his own provision, accept our faith in Christ,
and justify us through that faith: this, our first
work possible, is therefore what God calls for. He
will accept no other work, except it is preceded
by this one and based upon this one. O that all
could realize the importance of faith in the
Lord’s sight! “Without faith it is impossible to
please God,” and the more faith we exercise the
more do we please him: not credulity, not a belief
of something which God has not said; not a belief
in our own imaginings or those of other men; but
a belief in what God has said, and a firm, confi-
dent trust therein: this is acceptable with God,
and becomes to all who exercise it the ground or

base of justification, that “being justified by faith
we might have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” —Rom. 5:1.

The Lord did not here discuss the further step to
the high calling of this Gospel age; hence we will
not discuss it now. He is dealing merely with our
first necessary step in approaching God,—justifi-
cation. The thing necessary, in order to justifica-
tion, is the acceptance of Christ as the Bread of
Life—which must be preceded by the realization
that we have no life in ourselves, death having
passed upon all of our race through father Adam’s
transgression; and that the Lord Jesus was made
flesh in order that he might meet the penalty that
was upon father Adam, and thus upon the race;
and that now, therefore, whoever accepts this free
grace of God in Christ, whoever appropriates to
himself the merit of Christ’s sacrifice, is thereby
eating, partaking of the great benefits and bless-
ings provided by God in the Anointed one, who
gave his life for the life of the world, a ransom
price. Whoever mentally accepts this fact, and
feeds upon it in his heart, is represented as feeding
upon the flesh of the Son of Man — partaking of the
human rights, privileges and blessings of restitu-
tion [or in this age justification] provided in him.

9. How is Jesus the “author and finisher of our faith”?

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God.

R1830 [col. 1 11:

He who by his example and teaching has in-
spired our faith will, if we continue to follow his
leading, finish, perfect it. He will establish,
strengthen, settle us so that we cannot be moved;
and finally present us to himself “a glorious

Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.” He will also perfect us by present experi-
ences for our office as the “royal priesthood” as he
was “made perfect through suffering” for his of-
fice as Chief Priest.

10. Is a simple confession of faith necessary?

Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.
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R2632 [col. 2 12, 3]:

However, a simple public confession is necessary
to demonstrate who are “babes” in Christ—to dis-
tinguish such from “children of this world.” But
this confession should be very simple—so that the
merest “babe” in Christ could comprehend and
fully endorse it as his own. (1) It should declare
faith in Christ as a personal Savior: that he was
sent of the Father and gave his life a ransom for all
mankind. (2) A personal acceptance of him as a
personal Savior and a determination to forsake
sin. (3) A full consecration to be a follower of Jesus
in every respect and to lay down life itself in his
service. Whoever could not confess these should
not be esteemed a “babe” in Christ at all—nor be

R2647 [col. 1 I5]:

Our standard of orthodoxy as applied not to sects
but to Christians, personally, recognizes as correct
and sound in doctrine all who acknowledge the
following points. (1) That he is by nature a mem-
ber of the fallen, condemned race and hence a
child of wrath even as others, and justly under the
divine sentence of condemnation. (2) That Christ
died for the ungodly, for Adam and all his con-

R3071 [col. 2 3, 4] through R3072 [col. 1 ]1]:
What then is this message which can thus be heard
with the ear and recognized by the eye of faith?
The prophet as well as the Apostle declares that it
is possible for us to have this salvation, an ever-
present power within us, in our hearts and in our
mouths. The Apostle declares that this which Mo-
ses prophesied is the Gospel which he preached,
which we have received; viz., the confession of the
Lord with our mouths and faith in him in our
hearts.

It is noteworthy that both the Prophet Moses
and the Apostle Paul state the matter in the same
manner; first, the confession with the mouth; sec-
ond, the belief in the heart. This form of statement
is probably not of accident, either. The confession
with the mouth is the first outward evidence given
of a faith in the heart; and indeed it seems to be a
part of the divine arrangement that all confession
of the truth is necessary to a full appreciation of it.
True, we cannot properly confess what we do not
believe; hence a belief must have precedence to a
confession; but the confession is necessary to the

fed as such, nor expected to grow up into Christ
in all things.

May we expect the Church nominal to follow
this program—or that the voice of the Independ-
ent will be more potent than our own in bringing
to pass such conditions? By no means. Church-
ianity contains too many “tares” and not enough
“wheat” for such suggestions to be impressive.
She will soon go down in the great time of trou-
ble; and not until the Kingdom has been set up
need we expect a better general arrangement.
Then it will apply not to the elect Church, which
will then be completed and glorified, but to the
Restitution class, then being developed.—Acts
3:19-21.

demned race; and hence God can now be just in
justifying him and all who believe in Jesus. (3)
That his justification is the basis of his call to full
consecration in self-sacrifice, and that he has thus
devoted his all to the Lord, in exchange for the
share in the Millennial Kingdom which the Lord
has promised to all such “overcomers.” —Rev.
2:26; 3:12,21.

expanding, enlarging and completing of faith in
the heart. Who ever thinks that the light he has
received in his heart can be maintained without a
public confession of it is deceived, and hence it is
declared, “With the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.” The righteousness started
by faith cannot go on and reach the completion
which will mean eternal salvation, unless it be
accompanied by acts of faith, most prominent of
which is the confession of the lips.

We would like to impress this feature of the
divine truth upon all of the Lord’s dear people
everywhere; realizing that many are weak, puny,
sickly, in their spiritual health, because of their
failure to follow the Lord’s direction—to declare
courageously—and as wisely and lovingly as
possible—what great things the Lord hath done
for our souls. It is not sufficient that we confess
the first blessing received, tho that is necessary
before we can receive additional blessing. But
each blessing as received should be promptly
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confessed, to the praise of him who has called us
out of darkness into his marvelous light. This is
the law of spiritual development. This is the
command to the spiritual Israelite. If he is not
obedient, that which was nigh, in his heart and
in his mouth, will ere long become far off to
him;—the eye of his understanding will cease to

11: Is feeling an essential part of faith?

R1443 —“Faith and Feeling”

Feeling should never be mistaken for faith, yet
there is as much connection between faith and
hallowed feeling as there is between the root and
the flower. Faith is permanent, just as the root is
ever in the ground. Feeling is casual and has its
season. Just as the root or bulb does not always
shoot up the green stem and beautiful flowers, so
faith does not always produce ecstasy of feeling.
Our faith may be just as strong when we are de-
spondent as when we are filled with joy. As we
feel the calamities of war, the pangs of disease
and the hardness of poverty, our feeling sinks
down to zero, while our faith may be as firm as
the granite that underlies the cloud-kissing hills.
Measure not God’s love and power by your own
feeling. The sun shines as clearly in the darkest
day as it does in the brightest: the difference is
not in the sun, but i